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Only four men survived the plane crash. The pilot. A politician. A cop... and the criminal he was

shackled to.On an icy night in October 1984, a commuter plane carrying nine passengers crashed

in the remote wilderness of northern Alberta, killing six people. Four survived: the rookie pilot, a

prominent politician, a cop, and the criminal he was escorting to face charges. Despite the poor

weather, Erik Vogel, the 24-year-old pilot, was under intense pressure to fly. Larry Shaben, the

author's father and Canada's first Muslim Cabinet Minister, was commuting home after a busy week

at the Alberta Legislature. Constable Scott Deschamps was escorting Paul Archambault, a drifter

wanted on an outstanding warrant. Against regulations, Archambault's handcuffs were removed-a

decision that would profoundly impact the men's survival. As the men fight through the night to stay

alive, the dividing lines of power, wealth, and status are erased, and each man is forced to confront

the precious and limited nature of his existence.

In October 1984, a commuter plane crashed in northern Alberta. Of the 10 people aboard, there

were 4 survivors: the pilot, an RCMP constable, the prisoner he was Ã‚Â­transporting, and the

authorÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s father, the late Larry Shaben, AlbertaÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s housing minister. Journalist

Shaben relies heavily on the memories of the survivors, who formed an improbable bond as they

waited, desperately, to be rescued from almost certain death from their injuries and from the

freezing temperature. The rescue comes about halfway through the book. The rest of it explores the

crashÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s aftermath and the lives of the survivors. Paul ArchambaultÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s story is the

most interesting. A prisoner with a long rap sheet (car theft, breaking and entering), he became a

hero after the crash, saving the RCMP constableÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s life and helping to keep his fellow

survivors warm and safe until the rescuers came. For him, the crash was a life-changing event, but

ultimately his life ended tragically. Although author ShabenÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s father was one of the

survivors, she divides the limelight among all four of them. --David Pitt --This text refers to an out of

print or unavailable edition of this title.

"Gripping and emotionally affecting. . . a deep and satisfying book."Ã¢â‚¬â€¢Washington

Post"[Shaben] vividly recreates how these four total strangers managed to survive the

tragedy."Ã¢â‚¬â€¢New York Post
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